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GIVE A LITTLE 
F.A.R.M.S. wi ll be deeply grateful for any 

contributions you may wish to donate at this 
general fund-rais ing time of the year. Your 
contributions will all serve to promote, 
coordinate, and disseminate Book of 
Mormon research. Every little bit helps! Big 
bits don't hurt, either, and all donations are 
tax-deduct ible. Since F.A.R.M.S. continues to 
rely heavily on hundreds of hours of 
volunteer service, each contributed dollar 
goes a long, long way. Please inquire if you 
have questions about donors' benefits! 

Also, now is the time to pay your 1985 
minimum contribution ($10.00 per yea r; $5.00 
for senior citizens, low-income families, 
students, and missionaries-permanent 
addresses on ly, please), if you haven't 
already done so-or to get going for 1986. 

MORE ABOUT MULEK 
Another possible clue of the ex istence and 

escape of Mulek (see Insights, March 1984, 
and Update, February 1984), son of Zedekiah, 
has been noticed by Benjamin Urrutia . 
2 Kings 25:1-10 reports that Nebuchadnezzar 
and "all his host " scattered "all the men" 
and "a ll [the king's] army" and burnt "a ll the 
houses of Jeru sa lem" and w ith "a ll the army" 
destroyed the walls. Ben points out that in 
the midst of all this, 25:7 omits the word "a ll " 
when it reports that "sons" of Zedekiah 
were ki ll ed, refuting, perhaps, the idea that 
all of those sons were killed, as some criti cs 
of the Book of Mormon have cla imed. 

"Every Latter-day Saint should make th e 
st udy of the Book of Mormon a lifet ime 
pursuit. Otherwise he is placing his sou l in 
jeopardy and neglecting that which could 
give spiritua l and intellectual unity to his 
whole life." - Ezra Taft Benson, 1975 

OLD TESTAMENT 
PSEUDEPIGRAPHA 
VOL. 2 NOW AVAILABLE 

Charlesworth's second and final volume 
of Th e O ld Testament Pseudepigrapha has 
just been released by Doubleday. This long
awaited collection of important ea rl y 
Christian and Jewish writings is the result of 
more than a decade of work by dozens of 
scholars, including F.A.R.M.S. correspondent 
Stephen E. Robinson. Each volume is 1000 
pages long, and volume 2 contains a 
valuable index for both volumes. Act now if 
you want these books-a price increase has 
already been announced by Doubleday, 
effective January 1, 1986. 

Readers of the Book of Mormon may find 
these volumes interesting for several 
reasons. For example, one recently 
discovered Sy riac document appears in 
Charlesworth's volume 2 called the " History 
of the Rechabites." The Greek ve rs.ion, 
known as the " Narrative of Zosimus," was 
first published in English in 1890, and 
compares we ll with the stories and visions of 
Lehi and Nephi . For example, the story of 
Zosimus begins as he dwells in the desert, is 
led by prayer and fa ith, wanders through a 
dark and dreary waste to the bank of a river, 
over wh ich he passes through a mist of 
darkness to a tree whose fruit is sweet above 
all and from wh ich he eats and drinks. There 
Zosimus is greeted by an escort , who 
interrogates him as to his desires, shows him 
a vision of the Son of God, and introduces 
him to a group of people who fled from the 
destruction of Jerusalem at the time of 
Jeremiah and who keep records on tablets. 
From these people Zosimus lea rns the true 
way of righteousness, prayer, chast ity, etc. 
Many interesting similarit ies to the Book of 
Mormon are obvious, although one is at a 
loss to explain exactly why these two 
separate writ ings are so sim ilar. " If anyone 
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wonders whether the Book of Mormon 
closely resembles any old writings from 
Palestine, here is a strongly intriguing case," 
concl udes John Welch, director of F.A.R.M.S. 

Also found in the pseudepigrapha are 
several accounts of "throne theophanies and 
prophetic commissions" that compare in 
many ways w ith the vision of Lehi in 1 Nephi 
1. In that vision, Lehi saw God sitting on his 
throne and received his prophetic ca ll. This 
material is discussed in Blake Ostler's paper, 
soon to be published in BYU Studies and 
also available on the attached order fo rm. 
Also, many of Hugh Nibley's papers, 
especia lly those about th e prophet Enoch, 
comment extensively on this pseudepigraphi c 
literature as well. 

1 Nephi 13:39 prophecies th at " other 
books" will come forth to test ify "that the 
records of the prophets and of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb are true." No one 
knows what these "books" are or will be, 
but ten yea rs ago James Charlesworth , editor 
of the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, 
remarked that this Book of Mormon 
prophecy was "at least 100 years before its 
time. Mormons don 't have to believe this 
prophecy; they have seen it fulf ill ed in their 
own li fetimes," he mused. 

Both of the Charlesworth volumes can be 
ordered on the attached order form at 
discounts substantially below the retail price. 1, 

Order immediately if you want to receive 
th is book for Christmas or before the 
already-announced publisher's price 
increase goes into effect. 
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